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starts this month to the attention of the general public.

Latest references

Over the past months this editorial has often Page 4
considered how best we engage with the general
public and our colleagues to make all
constituencies aware of the importance of

Page 3 pressure ulcers. Previously we have been perhaps

naive at times with the belief that all it would

take for pressure ulcer prevention to achieve a

4 Pressure Ulcer more prominent position was for policy makers
Conference (and the public) to accept that there were rather
Calendar a lot of people with pressure ulcers and that

these wounds wasted lots of money through the
costs of treating avoidable wounds. Such a
strategy can be considered naive for no doubt all

Page 3
g proponents of the importance of a wide range of

diseases and conditions also press epidemiology
and cost data to stress why their particular

interest should receive greater attention!

So if negative messages such as there are lots of
pressure ulcers and they cost a great deal may
have limited impact what about stressing the
positives enshrined within the good practice and
multiprofessional teamwork that so often are the
hallmarks of how we prevent and treat pressure

ulcers?



Two forthcoming initiatives will tackle these
positive messages and hopefully raise the public,
professional and policy profile of pressure ulcers.
National Wounds Day (June 22nd 2006) and
associated events will help focus attention of the
general issues faced in wound management.
Further information upon this key day can be

found within the Wounds UK web-site.

In a complementary move the British Health
Trades Association have provided financial
support for the Tissue Viability Society, the
Tissue Viability Nurses Association and the
Wound Care Society to work together on a
prolonged PR campaign targeted at pressure ulcer
prevention and which will begin in May 2006. This
campaign will focus upon raising the public's
awareness of pressure ulcers and how to help
themselves best avoid the development of such

wounds.

It is heartening to see new initiatives that focus
upon wound management and pressure ulcers - of
course after waiting for ages for something like
this to occur (as with buses) two arrive at the
same time! Hopefully the National Wounds Day
initiatives and the joint organizations campaign
will achieve greater success through the
combined weight of their mutual efforts. Let us
hope that late 2006 and beyond will witness
greater attention outside the tissue viability
community on the perennial problem posed by
pressure ulcer prevention and management.

Michael Clark
Editor



i3 The 2006 conference season starts this month - where
to find new pressure ulcer information?

As we approach Easter the clock is ticking towards the beginning of the
spring/summer conference season where new pressure ulcer information
will be presented. Beginning with the Tissue Viability Society conference in
Birmingham (26/27th April) and ending with the European Pressure Ulcer
Advisory Panel conference in late August (31st August to 2nd September)
there will be at least six opportunities for new pressure ulcer
presentations over the next few months and these are listed below. If you
know of other local, national and international events where pressure
ulcers will be discussed within dedicated sessions please let me know and

we can add them to this list!

Each month this column will highlight some of the key moments to come
(and the major pressure ulcer highlights as each conference closes). For
many the pressure ulcer highlight is the EPUAP Open Meeting to be held in
Berlin this year with full details available on www.epuap.org. With over
100 scientific and clinical abstracts received Berlin is likely to continue the
EPUAP tradition of hosting strong vibrant conferences dedicated to the
single topic of pressure ulcers. The main sessions in Berlin in 2006 will
discuss the translation of knowledge into practice. One highlight will be
the presentation of the work to date of the Shear Force Initiative -
bringing together clinicians and scientists from Europe, North America and
Japan to discuss how we should measure and interpret shear forces as part

of the complex aetiology of pressure ulcers.

3  Pressure Ulcer Conference Calendar: Spring-Summer
2006.

April 26/27th Tissue Viability Society 'Applying the Pressure' Birmingham
UK, details from www.tvs.org.uk

April . Symposium on Advanced Wound Care, San Antonio, USA. April 30th
- May 3rd; details from http://sawc.net/.




May. European Wound Management Association, Prague, Czech Republic.

May 18-20th; details from http://www.ewma.org/Zenglish/english.htm

June. 11th Annual Oxford - European Wound Healing Summer School,
Oxford UK, 21st-24th June; details from

http:Z//www.oxfordinternationalwoundfoundation.org/Z/sumschl11/ind

ex.html

June. Wounds UK Summer Conference, Stoneleigh Park, UK; 22nd June;

details from http:/Z//www.woundsuk.com/summer.shtml

August 31st- September 2nd. 9th EPUAP Open Meeting, 'Pressure ulcer -

putting knowledge into practice' Berlin, Germany details from

www.epuap.org.

34 Pressure Ulcer References
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